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PREFACE. 


z 


1 l a it my ity May and June, 


1792, to give public warning againſt the mob- 
biſh ſpirit, which then appeared here, and in 


| ſome other parts of Scotland; it ſeemed to ſpread 
ſo little, and ſo quickly to ſubſide, that I would 
not have compoſed or preached the following 


Sermon, had not the reflexions it contains, been 


ſuggeſted to me by the confuſions in Paris, 1 oth 
Auguſt that year. Though I neither approve, 
vor practiſe, going to the pulpit, without ſtudy- 
ing my ſubject as carefully as health and leifure 
allow; this Sermon, like many I have preached 


for ſome years paſt, was not written. It happen- 
ed, however to be acceptable, and, I hope, uſe- 


ful, to many of the hearers, who wiſhed to be 


inſtructed and edified, and had no diſpoſition to 


cenſure or ridicule expreſſions leſs accurate or 
elegant, In a few weeks I was ſolicited to pub- 
liſh it, by Gentlemen, whoſe rank and character, 
as well as my 3 to ſome of them * gave 


great 


* He hopes he will be i in mentioning the late and preſent 


Lord Provoft of Edinburgh, and all the members of the Old Grey» 
Friars kirk-ſefſion who were his hearers, 
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w-- PREFACE. 5 
great weight to their requeſt. The melancholy 
tranſactions at Paris, 2d and zd September, on 
the firſt of which days I preached the Sermon, 
by that time were known here; and probably 
made theſe applications more importunate. Bad 
health, however, for ſeveral months, prevented 
my compliance with them, as I could not bear 
the fatigue of preparing for the preſs, a diſcourſe 

in ſo imperfect a ſtate, I have now recollected, 
as exactly as I could, what I ſpoke from the pulpit; 


55 and, am perſuaded, have omitted or changed no 


leading ſentiment. If any, who were my hearers, 
obſerve a few new illuſtrations, and a little dif- 
ſerence of ſtyle, they will excuſe-what was una- 
voidable, in a Sermon ar e from 
wn. . 

JoklN ERSKINE. 


Ep: NBURGH,) - 
25th May 1793. 


| Taman, xxiv. „ 1 


Behold, the Lonp maketh the carth empty, and aliath i it waſte, and 


turneth it upſide down, and ſcattereth abroad the inhabitants 


as with the ſervant, ſo with his maſter; as with the _— ſo 
with her miſtreſs ; as with the buyer, ſo with the ſeller ; th 
the lender, ſo with the borrower ; as with the taker of 2 ſo 


with the giver of uſury to him.— The land ſhall be utterly empti- 


| ed, and utterly ſpoiled : for the Lonp hath ſpoken this word,— 


The earth mourneth and fadeth away, the world languiſheth and 
fadeth away, the haughty people of the earth do languiſh.— 
The earth alſo is defiled under the inhabitants thereof: becauſe 

they have tranſgreſſed the laws, "chan ged the ordinance, broken 


the EO" covenant. 


: 15 ous not, ſr will tia, my raking a text 


from this chapter ſtrange and improper. If 


the fault is not our own, do we not lead quiet 
and peaceable lives, and may we not ſpend them 


in all godlineſs and honeſty? Has not the 
mobbiſh yr, which appeared in ſome places 


three x s ago, well nigh ſubſided,” ſo that 


none feel, and few dread, the evils of anar- 
chy All chis I readily allow. Yet, are not 
75 | theſe 


| thereof,—And it ſhall be, as with the people, ſo with the prieſt: 


„ 
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Shale while — felt in a — g ſtate? 
_ *Ovphtwenor to take wa their ſitua- f 
tion? Is it impoſſible that the ſecret operation 
of ſimilar cauſes ſhould produce fimilar effects: 
| —k pretend-1 Dot to determine, to what period 5 0 
this prophecy relates: Whether to the confuſions | 
In Judea during the perſecution. of Antiochus 
Ezpiphanes; or to thoſe wh x-preceded the de- 
ſtruction of Jeruſalem by Titus 3 or to judg- 
ments, firſt on the Proteſtant churches, and then 
on their antichriſtian enemies, previous to the 
glory of the latter days. Important as the re- 
volutions are, which have taken place, or are 
like to take place in 3 neighbouring country, 
the prophecy ; may relate to events {till more im- 
portant, and probably at a greater diſtance.— 
Yet, events, nearly reſembling ane another, hive 
taken place in different. ages and 
The thing which hath been, is that which 
* ſhall be; and that which is done, 1 is that which 
* ſhall be 1 and there is no new thing un- 
der the ſun (a).” Whatever therefore was the 


original. view. of laiab,/or rather of the Holy 
Ghoſt Who inſpired him; yet, as expreſſions and 
images arg employed, which Paint the preſent 
diſtreſſes of a neighbouring k; kingdom, and the 
cauſes of theſe diſtreſſes; hope, 1 handle not the 
word of Gop deceitfully, when I take occaſion, 
from them, to delineate the fatal conſequences, 
and to trace hors ſources! oh Nen that you 
120 may 
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af , — 


wo Ecelef. i. 2. 
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may avoid ae condag hich tend 10 th . | 8 8 ; 


| ies of tlie innocent, are protected: good order 


Every Member; as it 1 the aid of others, 


| higher; claim no more than their due. Both 


ers. The ruler will not invade the rights and 
berties of his ſubjects; and; in uſing his au- 
thority; fertiembers; that it was given for their 


hot violate order; ſtop the wheels of government, 
and ſubvert a wiſe and good conſtitution. He 
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tires. 


begin with \ repreeming 8e f fra conft- TRE 
quences of anarchy. | 55 
Of theſe we may be convinced; by ein 
che greatneſs of the bleſſings which 1 de- 
ſtroys . Happy the prince, and happy the people, 
when lawful government is ; well 00 liſhed; wiſe- 
ly adminiſtered, duly honoured, and cheerfully 
obeyed! The perſons, characters, and proper- 


preſerved ; and the duties of every different ſitu- 
ation; employment and rank, "Haithfally diſ- 
charged; The political body is healthy and ſafe. 


ftudies' to be ſerviceable to them; and, content 
with the deſtinations of Providence, perforins 
its proper functions, without arro intly aſpiring 
after 4 more honcurable place. The lower ranks 
of Hfe; behave reſpectfully fo the higher. The 


are fubj ect to the legiſlative and executive po] - 


welfare; not for their hurt. The ſubject will 


keeps Bis poſt, goes not out of his line, acts not | Ne i 
25 a # buſy z0dy in other mens concerns, and bd 
f exerciſes 


Tar 


Go 


ecxerciſes not himſelf; in 8 matgers. or. 


things too high for e Diſtinguiſhed —— 


and penetration, improved, in wiſdom, by care- 


ful attention and long experience, are as eyes to 
the community: while the hands of the mecha- 
nic and labourer, ſapply its neceſſities. 

_ Theſe bleſſings are interrupted, when che 


wer of ſuch a government is ſuſpended; and, 


when it is deſtroyed, they ceaſe, When the co- 


vetous, ' ambitious or revengeful, encouraged by 
their ſtrength and numbers, aſſume the office 

of rulers and judges, the bleſſing is turned into 

a curſe. Power, formerly uſeful by preſerving 


778 the ſafety of e ; now, by deſtroying 


it, becomes pernicious. Grievous indeed muſt 


be the evils, which tyranny inflicts or threatens, 
when, for removing or preventing them, the ex- 
poſing a ſtate to anarchy becomes wiſe and juſt. 
Anarchy, by levelling all ranks, tranſgreſſes 
a great law of nature, and of the Gop of nature; 
and. ſtops a chief ſource of ſocial - happineſs. 
Where abilities, diſpoſitions, ſituations and en- 
joyments, differ, power and influence cannot be 


equal. All are not born with the ſame ſtrength 
0 body, or vigour of mind. Diligence and 
exertion gain, what indolence and lazineſs can- 
not acquire. Wiſdom and frugality preſerve 


and increaſe, what raſhneſs and extravagance 


diſſipate. The children of parents, whoſe cir- 


cumſtances are narrow and ſtraitened, begin life 


with leſſer ante, chan che offspring 8 
| cha 


ee r 
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che ne All theſe Aiffererices promote the 


ſecurity and happineſs of mankind, in a degree 
which would be impoſſible, if in theſe reſpects 
all were equal, They who gain, or inherit riches, 
need the labours of the poor; and the poor need 
their money. Hence ariſe the important rela- 


tions of ſervant and maſter, borrower and lend- 


er, people and prince. Now, by anarchy, theſe 
relations are turned upſide down. It ſhall be, 
* as with the people, ſo with the prince; as with 
© the ſervant, ſo with his maſter ; as with the 


lender, ſo with the borrower (b).' * Folly is ſet 
* in great dignity, and the rich fit in low place; 
_ © ſervants ride upon horſes, and princes walk as 


* ſervants upon the earth (r).“ The inheritance 
left by parents, and the gains of honeſt induſtry, 
become the prey of covetouſneſs or envy. Buſi- 

_ neſs ceaſes. Anxious uncertainty diſcourages 


exertion, The confidence neceſſary for com- 


merce, 44s extinguiſhed, The beſt comforts of 
life are embittered, by the dread, that, next hour, 
they may be loſt. The rude, uncultivated ſa- 


vage, as he aſſumes no authority over his fellows, 


anarchy ſucceeds order and government, every 


ſon of folly and pride accounts himſelf entitled 
to rule. Every one is expoſed to the baneful 


effects of theſe abſurd claims. A multitude 


EE. Ads 


fears not their unprovoked attacks. But, when 


come together; the greater part know not for 
what purpoſe. Some cry one thing, 404 
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i. ſome e for the aſſembly is config (4): F 
Suddenly, malice caſts her- eye on a man of in- 
nocence and virtue, and arraigns him as an ene- 
my of mankind. 
lieve the charge; Frenzy condemns; * cruelty 
puniſhes; In a few minutes, men, of che triean- 
eſt talents; and the moſt deprived k hearts, ſtep 


— 


executioners. The loyal ſubject, and the Peace- 


ful member of ſociety; on groundleſs ſuſpicions 


of favouring deſpotiſm, is murdered; without 
any form of trial. Vonder walks a cool-headed, 
tho gh warm-hearted} patriot: Deep penetration, 


improved by careful ſtudy and long experience, 


ſuggeſted to him the Wiſeſt plans for eſtabliſhing 


and advancing the public welfare: In an ill-fated 
Hour, a-mob is convocated, where he is pro- 


elaimed a traitor, and / dragged to a ſcaffold ! 
Bis breath goeth forth; he returns to his duſt: 
in that day, Ris thoughts periſh,” Bleſſings are 
buried with him, which his ſalutary counſels 
might have enfured to an extenſive kingdom; 
and to generations yet unborn : alas, little pro- 
ſpect remains of their rifing again? The fre- 
quent exhibition of ſuch ſcenes, diminiſhes their 


Horror; ſteels the heart againſt every compaſ- 


ſionate fediaacy ; and trains up men for commit- 
ting the moſt ſhoeking crimes, without remorſe: 
The contagious madneſs, which prompts to 


theſe barbarous deeds, flies from one mom | 
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of a an to another. Neither * or 
age, wiſdom or folly, virtue or vice, can ſhield 
from its dreadful conſequences. There is no 
ſafety to him chat goeth out, or to him that | 
cometh in. The highways are unoccupied, 
and the ttyrdllets walk through by-ways (e).“ 

Or, to uſe the ftriking language of Iſaiah in this 
chapter, * The land 18 utterly _— and ut- 
* terly ſpoiled; The merrychearte 
mirth af tabrets ceaſeth; the. 25 15 them 
that rejoice, endeth ; the joy of the harp ceaſ. 
( erh, They ſball not drink wine with a ſong; 
. ſtrong drink ſhall be bitter to them that drink 
n {+ | Formerly, the metropolis of a king- 
dom, was a city of confuſion.” It was full of 
hurry and buſtle, from the . multitude who 
crowded to it for amuſement, for improvements 
in ſcience, for commerce, for vititing the court, 
| and for ſoliciting honours. *© The city of con- 
© fufion is broken down. Every watt ſhut 
up, that no man may come in. The mirth 
* of the land, a land where mirth was leaft checks 
ed, is now gone. The treacherous dealers 
deal wy treacherouſſy. He who flieth from 
© the noiſe of the fear, falls into the pit; and 
9 ae eee e e of the midſt of the Pit, is 
taken in the ſnare(g).” | 
This, and more than his; i 18 the —_— con- f 
ſequence of ry" 15 n where there 1 is no 
15 wg 


0 Judg- vs. „„ 1 090 (1) u. nn. 
PETS 10, Tf 16, 18. e 
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order, is a land of da 
of death. A communit 
and guides, muſt wander and periſh in the paths 
of deſtruction and miſery. Liberty, property, 
honour, life, are not ſecure for a moment;'when 
any, who pleaſes, and finds himſelf able; may 
take them away, without being [authoriſed by 
the community, without obſerving any form of 
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eſs, and of the ſhadow 
, which hath no eyes 


trial, and without requiring any ſufficient evi- 
dence of guilt. Where none are armed with 
ſufficient power, to be terrors to evil-doers, and 


the protectors of them that do well, a nation 


becomes as a ſhip without a pilot, or a flock 
without a ſhepherd. Envy and malice rage un- 
reſtrained, and ſoon wt oc confuſion and 
every evil work. He, who is the Gop of order, 
and not of confuſion, never meant, that every 
member of ſociety ſhould poſſeſs an equal autho- 

rity, of determining and executing what he ap- 
Triherided for the general good; and ſhould, 


without check or controul, exerciſe that wee "thy 
rity, at what time, and i in what , ſeems | 


e in his on eyes. 

It is none of the leaſt evils of anarchy, char 
1 5 who ſuffer or dread them, imagine they 
cannot fly to too great a diſtance from what 


hurts or alarms them; and, hence, ruſh upon evils 


ſtill greater. The Anden of anarchy, though 
they boaſt, and poſſibly believe, that they are the 
firm friends of liberty; yet, if bribed by her 
bitter enemies, could not n more Dr ruin 
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2 cauſe. When FREY "ION: "II and the 
bleſſings connected with them, are deſtroyer, $ 
the ſhort-ſighted ſeek ſhelter in deſpotic power. 
111-judged, and uncon ſtitutional meaſures, in the 
laſt century, for redreſſing real grievances, and. 
checking the uſurpations of the prince, inflamed 
the evils they meant to remove; introduced a 
new form of tyrinny ; paved the way for reſtor- 
ing monarchy; and gave the monarch fignal 
advantages, for acquiring, and tranſmitting to 


his ſucceſſors, abſolute and unlimited authority. 


The miſeries of civil war, the diſorders of re- 
publican government, and the treacherous be- 


haviour of ſome who had talked loudeſt for li- 
berty, were remembered and exaggerated; and 


drove many, in the rage of indignation, or the 
madneſs of joy, to the oppoſite extreme, of yield- 
ing almoſt every thing to the ſovereign. The 


principles of paſſive obedience, and non-reſiſt- 


ance, became palatable. Evils, more laſting 

and incurable than thoſe of Cromwell's govern- 
ment, would have been entailed on Britain, had 
not a kind Providence prevented it, by the in- 
dolence of one prince, and the bigotry of ano- 
ther. - Had ſuch ſcenes of confuſion, cruelty and 


treachery, prevailed, as have. diſhonoured 1 


neighbouring kingdom, the ſpread of arbitrary 
principles, after the Reſtoration, would have 
been more extenſive; and, perhaps, their bane- 
ful influence, in reconciling the nation to Anery 
would have been irreſiſtible. . yo Brig”; 
B e iy 


be as fooliſh and impious, as to preach on the 


a . * „ ** q * 3 ? 2 Lad "EE a N 
een 4 g * — , * % X 
k . 7 4 * 
5 * . . - 
7 
„ 
x 
5 9 
1 0 
i 
« 
6 


- "the beſt form of government, the moſt ex ol 
cellent ſyſtem of law, and the wiſeſt admini. f 
ſtration, like every thing human, is imperfect. v1 
That, therefore, is of a malignant tendency, vw 
which diſcourages legal and conſtitutional mea- fi 
Lures, for reforming what is wrong, and remedy- de 
ing what is defective. Now, this is a natural dt 
effect of the dread of anarchy. Diſorders, fo 
which cannot be prevented in changes accom- of 
pliſhed by violence, terrify from attempting the th 
moſt proper and reaſonable alterations, even by vi 
the gentler method of perſuaſion: and, to avoid W fic 
the reproach of ſedition and faction; thoſe, ta 
whoſe prudence exceeds their zeal, are dumb Pr 
with lence, and hold their peace even from co 
good. They know, their words and actions th 
will be painted in the moſt unfavourable light; gl 
and that the faults of one of a party, will be an 
aſcribed to another, we Whom Fey i are unknown cu 
or W % : m 
. 1 am now. to trace che ſources of anarchy, th 

in rulers, or ſubjects, tranſgreſſing the laws, and lu 
neglecting the maxims, which reaſon or revela- an 
tion preſcribe, for ſecuring che happineſs and W! 

| * of ſociety. th 


Some may alk, Should the ADL canvaſs the 
propriety of political meaſures, about which the 
| wiſe and good think differently?—No. It would 


method of fencing or improving a farm; on the 


—_— OT 


F 11 I 
the validity of a claim for an WY on ahi 


for building or repairing a houſe ; or 6. 3 


vidence of a pannel's innocence or guilt. Such, 
who have inclination, leiſure and ability, law- 
fully may; and ſuch, whoſe authority muſt 
determine theſe matters, ought, from a ſenſe of 


duty, carefully to examine them: but, the place 


for teaching or learning them, is not the houſe 
of Gop. Vet, though theſe queſtions have no- 
thing to do with the pulpit, general maxims of 
virtue and prudence, which ſhould guide in eon- 


ſidering and determining them, are an impor- 
tant branch of moral inſtruction. The book of 


Proverbs contains a variety of rules for right 
conduct in life; and Scripture hiſtory diſplays 
the oppoſite eff&Qs of their obſervance or ne- 


gle, and ſhows how the advantages of ſociety 
and government have been improved and ſe- 


cured, and the diſadvantages prevented or re- 
moved. The teacher who keeps back from his 
hearers nothing profitable, but declares to them 


the whole counſel of Gop, will ſometimes il- 


luſtrate theſe portions of the ſacred volume: 


and ſurely, their applicableneſs to queſtions, 


which excite general attention, renders not this 


the 1 b 


ated 1 * cherefore ah. 1 that 


anarchy is Occaſioned by violating the laws, 


which preſcribe patriotiſm, public ſpirit, love 


of liberty, and regard to the rights of mankind. 
Ridicule my be thrown on theſe diſpoſitions, 
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and the deſigning may artfully put © their ap- 
pearance. Yet, their native excellence and im- 
portanco, is not thus deſtroyed; and, where they 
2 A the pillars of public happinels tot- 
ter. I mean not; by liberty, that-licentioufneſs, 
which: permits any, without dread of puniſh- 
ment, to be as falſe, injurious; and malicious, 
as they chooſe, in their words, writings, and 
actions. I mean, the liberty, by which every 
one enjoys, undiſturbed, his juſt rights and pro- 
perty; is uncontrouled in his lawful purſuits; 
and entitled, boldly, though decently, to preſent 
his complaints to his ſuperiors, that they may 
be examined, and, if well-founded, be redreſſ- 
ed. Such liberty, is the ſoul,” the life, the joy, 
the ſtrength of a ſtate; It forms a generous 
character, and excites to heroiſm in the cauſe of 
one's country; Which the mean-ſpirited flave, 
who cares only for himſelf, is ready to ſacrifice 
to every narrow, intereſted view. I mean, by 
patriotiſm, not oppoſition to a good prince, or 
wiſe adminiſtration; but, that regard to nation- 
al happineſs, which grudges no neceſſary ex- 
pence for fuppreſſing internal riots and diſor- 
ders, or repelling the invaſion of foreign foes. 
Patriotiſm watches with the cloſeſt attention, 
and exerts the greateſt vigour, in dangerous and 
critical ſeaſons. As the beſt human inſtitutions 
have their defects, and are ſubject to decay, e- 
ſpecially where — are numerous, and com- 
boon or” ig wn Fe, a 4 
e 91177 


1 0 3 


ſeek the ſpeedieſt redreſs of what; 28 ** con- 
ſiſtent with law, good order, and the general 
ſafety. Patriotiſm conſiders, that, as in the na- 
tural, ſo in the political body, if the beginnings 
of diſeaſe are neglected, a cure, then eaſy, at 
laſt becomes impoſſible, or is effected with much 
danger and pain. The patriot, inveſted with 
authority, regards the important ends of his of- 
fice, more than his own intereſt or eaſe. Often 
he communes with his heart; and his ſpirit 
makes a diligent ſearch “ How do I diſcharge 
my duty, apply my talents, and improve my 
opportunities of uſefulneſs? Can I, with joy, 
and not with grief, account to Gon and con- 
ſcience for my employment of precious time? 
Do I never avoid the labours and burdens of 
$ office, transfer them to others, and, by unne- 
| © ceſfary delays, loſe the moſt favourable» ſea- 

_ *. ſons: for doing good? Can I 'plead hurry of 
s buſineſs, in excuſe of my neglects, When 1 
find leiſure for amuſement, for ſtudy, for work 
* of ſmaller importance? — With like anxious 
concern, the patriot- ſubject inquires, What 
have L done? and what ſhall I now do?' He 
complains leſs of bad conduct in others, — Fe 
that he himſelf, in many things, daily offends. 
When power is uſurped, or abuſed ; when the 
juſt authority of rulers is weakened ; or, when 
the operations of government are wrong direct- 
ed: he watches againſt, and endeavours to re- 
Agha the danger; which the cringing flatterer 


ONS 


Fa 


7 8 


_ diſguiſes, and varniſhes over.—The patriot. 
preacher, grudges no labour or expence, that he 
may edify his hearers by his doctrine and life. 
He who has the care of youth, diligently 


trains them to be uſeful members of ſociety.— 


And youth, catching the patriot flame, ſpend 
not their beſt years in ſloth, but in the ſervice 
of the public, or in n what en * for that 
ſervice. - | 


Ihe ſpirit of che genuine  piarvice;ch is not a foi. 


rit of fury, or reſentment. When circumſtances 
allow, he has not recourſe to violence; but ſtu- 
dies to overcome prejudice and hatred, by con- 
deſcenſion and gentleneſs. He applies the ſeve- 
rity of the law, only when under the diſagree- 


able neceſſity of puniſhing one guilty perſon, 
for preventing crimes in others, and * 1 


ving thouſands of the innocent. 


Anarchy, or ſomething worſe, is approaching, 
| when men forget that their own intereſt is inſe- 

parably connected with that of their country; 
that, with her, they preſerve or loſe their privi- 

leges; that the happineſs of every member of 


the body- politic, depends on tliat of the whole; 
and that he, who hurts the Nan 1 perity, 
counteracts his own. | 


Liberty is deſtroyed, indi anzroby: is at the 

door, when a'prince, or populace, dead to every 
ſentiment of public ſpirit, from jealouſies crafti- 
ly raiſed or cheriſhed by the malicious, deprive 


of ons; honour, or life, thoſe who, from. the 


Trike pureſt 


— 
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lh motives, fairly and honeſtly ee cheir 
ſentiments. I ſay, a populace. For, a multi- 

tude, hurried on by the ſudden ſuggeſtion of a 
mean and worthleſs wretch, or miſled by the 
eloquence of a popular demagogue, have ſome- 
times equalled, or exceeded, the acts of wanton 
cruelty, for which we deteſt the memory of a 
Nero or Domitian. The higheſt merit is ſoon 


forgotten; and the moſt diſtinguiſhed virtue 
ceaſes to be a ſafeguard, when ſlanderers, or 


thoſe in ſtigated by them, act as Judges or execu- 


. tioners. 


Rulers occaſion decks; by inj juſtice, vida 


and perſecution. Surely, oppreſſion maketh a 
wiſe man mad. From the evils of - weak men 


yl to 95 evils of confuſion and diſorder. . 


4b Neglect of the maxims * wiſdom, 9 
by reaſon or ſcripture, ſometimes is the imme 


diate, ſometimes the remote, ſource of anarchy. 


Actions and neglects, have conſequences which 


wiſdom examines and regards. A prudent man 
* foreſeeth the evil, and hideth himſelf: but the 


* ſimple paſs on, and are puniſhed (þ).' In mat- 


ters of moment, we had need to act deliberately, 


and to do nothing raſhly. He is not wiſe, who, 
inſtead of coolly weighing conſequences, diſmiſ- 
ſes reaſon, follows the impulſe of prejudice or 


paſſion, and, for avoiding a ſmall inconvenience; 


hazards an intolerable evil. Meaſures, haſtily 
adopted, often occaſion calamities, which can- 


Fes TR not 
| (5) Prov, xxii. 3. 


2. 34 
E i . 
SY e 
#4} 
WY: 
1 
ED 
1 
: if 
[7 
«F 
> 
4 
# 
* 


ee "WY e pd * J * * wy 6 * * 4 * 4 ** * "Ry * your at”; " > 
5 4 4 * 
> g 
— X 
* 
$ * 
* 
* 
3 * 
; # 7 - 
K - 
* 6 
% « 
ö x - ** 
i : * 


not be remedied, and end in à bitter, though 
fruitleſs remorſe. Surely the churning of milk 
bringeth forth butter, and the wringing of the 
noſe bringeth forth blood : ſo, the forcing of 

vrath bringeth forth ſtrife (i).“ A wiſe law- 
giver enacts not laws, which have not been ma- 
EA turely conſidered, and cannot be ſafely execut- 
eee, by frequently ſuſpending, altering, or 
ebrojutizig! them, 


ers diſcourage the raiſing and ſpreading falſe a- 
larms, leſt even juſt and ſeaſonable ones ſhould 
be leſs regarded. Yet, placed on a watch- tower, 


it may be timeouſly reſſſted and repelled. If 
| they have not underſtanding of the times, if they 


good deſigns, and of guarding againſt whatever 


thaw ſubjects, fan haſtens. But, if every pur- 
* poſe is eſtabliſhed by counſel, and in the mul- 


War (1).“ What king, who properly attends 
to his own intereſt, and that of his ſubjects, go- 
ing to make war againſt another king, fitteth 
not down firſt, and conſulteth whether he be 
* able, with ten thouſand, to meet him that com- 

. eth againſt him with ne, thouſand : or 
© elle 


00 Prov. AX. 33. 0 Prov. 9.1 18.3 xxiv, 6. 


he diſhonour himſelf, and 
weaken the authority of government. Wiſe rul- 


8 0 2 0 


they notice even the diſtant approach of danger, 
and give ſeaſonable warning, that, if poſſible, 


know not the proper means of äcconipliſhing 


might defeat them, their ruin, and the ruin of 


titude of counſellors there is lafery, it is pecu- 
nen requifite,“ with good advice to make 


K. „„ c «„ a a 


© 


7+ "Y- Þ 
' elle, while the other is era end via: off he 


* ſendeth an embaſſage, and deſireth conditiong | 


of peace ()“ It is wife, in moſt. cafes, to 


© leave off contention before it is meddled 


with (n). He who girdeth on his harneſs,” 
however great his power, or good his cauſe, acts 


fooliſhly, if he boaſt himſelf as though he put 


of their own ſtrength and courage, and deſpiſed 
and inſulted their enemies, have often ſhamefully 


turned back in the day of battle; or, if conquerors, 

have been weakened, or ruined, by che expence 

of blood and treaſure in gaining the victory. Bet- 
ter therefore is the wiſdom; which ſecures peace 


on equitable terms, than weapons of war (o). 
The prince who appoints, or the people who 

5 cle, lawgivers, judges, or commanders of fleets 

or armies, peculiarly need wiſdom, eſpecially 


in a ſtormy, tempeſtuous ſeaſon, when, a head. 


ſtrong inexperienced pilot at the helm, ale 
che ſtate to confuſion and anarch p. 

Ihe wiſe ſubject, will not, with che Gale, 
believe. every word ( ), and haſtily take up a 
bad report againſt his ruler. The fatal eſſects 
of Abſalom's inſinuating addreſs, ſhow; how 


ealſiy the artful and eloquent, under pretence of 
promoting liberty, and a juſt adminiſtration of 
ann may lead the weak, though well- 
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gree anfwered, the experiment of a revolution, 


for bettering the ſtate of a kingdors, is ſinful 


and hazardous. Grievances may be real, and 
their redreſs properly ſought by legal methods; 
and yet, reaſon and virtue may require bearing 
them, rather than endeavouring to get rid of 
them, by ſteps which tend to e an excel- 
1 conſtitution. 

Betrayed by e ee = nd . 
unſeaſonably relax the reins of government, and 
increaſe dangers, which ſpeedy and vigorous 
exertion might have repelled. They neglect po- 


litical diſeaſes in the firſt ſtages, when they 
might have been perfectly cured. By raſh and 


imprudent conceſſions, they encourage the ſedi- 


tious to new demands, which, however unrea- 


| ſonable, they not ref uſe.— Or, inſtigated by 
pride of office, pride of talents, and contempt 


of thoſe in tke lower lines of life, they govern 


too much, and refuſe conceſſions, which, made 
with a good grace, would ſecure their own juſt 
authority, and preſerve the conſtitution. Ima- 


ginary dangers alarm, and means ME 0 2 
ki the, -ccaſion real hazard. 


9 ) Anarchy, is occaſioned, and the power * 
preventing or removing it diminiſhed, by - rul- 
ers and ſubjects tranſgreſſing the precepts of 
induſtry and frugality. Many, who have re- 
duced. themſelves, by idleneſs or diſſipation, to 
narrow and ſtraitened circumſtances, without 


op 


1 1 0 1 
mage extricate themſelves from diſſiculcies, by 


5 ſociety in confuſion and Atlbrder 


Often, too, rulers, and thoſe in the higher ranks 


of life, by ſloth and indolence, or luxury and 


extravagance, are in a great meaſure diſabled 
from preſerving that public tranquillity, in 
which they are ſo deeply intereſted. This is 

one reaſon, why ſo great a part of the book of 
Proverbs relates to induſtry and frugality. * 


Flocks, being of old the chief wealth in Eaſt- 


ern countries, and the employment of tending 


them honourable ; Solomon, Prov. xxvii. 23. 


27. exhorts the ſhepherd, and, under that name, 


all in every ſtation, men in public office, the 
rich, the honourable, the merchant, the manu- 
facturer, the tradefinan, the ſervant, the day- 
| lbourer—* Be thou diligent to know the ſtate 


of thy flocks.” Be not flothful in buſineſs. Ac- 
. 1 conſider the ſituation of what is commit- 
ted to thee, that thou mayſt preſerve it from 


danger. Doſt thou poſſeſs numerous flocks? | 
Indulge not lazineſs. Roll not their important 
concerns on a hireling, who careth not for the 


ſheep. Employ time and pains, ſacrifice eaſe 
and pleaſure, that thou mayſt diſtinguiſh thine 
own ſheep from thoſe of a ſtranger, and even 


diſtinguiſh one of thy flock from another. Ex. 
amine the diſpoſitions, excellencies, and defects; 
and confider the profit to be derived from each, 
from their fleece, from their young, from chair 


_ "Yate e to their reſpective circum- 
. ſtances. 
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findeth to do, do it with all thy mught.— 
think, that theſe advices are confined to ſhep- 
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andes carry the une in thy hoſom; "gently 
lead theſe with young. Seek that which was 
Joſt ; bring again that which was driven away. 
Bind up that which was broken; ſtrengthen that 


which was fick.—* Look well to thy herds.” Set 


thine heart upon them; love them; be anxious 
for their ſafety, and alarmęd at whatever threat- 
ens their deſtruction. Think it not below thee, 


to walk and labour among them, and thoroughly 


to inſpect them, Delight in buſineſs, leſt thy 
thoughts be engroſſed by other matters, and thy 


moſt important work forgatten, or hurried over. 
Preſerve, improve, properly employ what God has 
entruſted to thy care: and, whatever thine hand 


| herds, in the literal ſenſe, * They extend to all, 
from the higheſt to the loweſt; Thy lawful 
- buſineſs, the honeſt means of thy ſubſiſtence, is 
thy flock. Subjects, and revenue, are the flock 
of a prince: children, ſervants, and property, 
| thoſe of a maſter of a family: and the ſhop, and 
the work-houſe, thoſe of the merchant and me- 
chanic. Care and diligence are neceſſary, that 
calamities may be averted from families, cities, 
and nations; that the ſources of their proſperit) 
may not be dried up; and that their ananas 
may be ſtren grhened and improved. 

Pleaſure accompanies, and profit 5 che 


faithful labours of the ſhepherd. _ In Spring and 
| and the render | 


ee 7 che hay — eth, 
| n +-graſs 


Nor 
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graſs ſheweth itſelf,” In Harveſt, © the herbs 
of the mountains are gathered. The beaſts of 
© the field need not be afraid; for the paſtures 
of the wilderneſs ſpring ( 7 While the pea- 
fant ſleeps, the ſeed he caſt into the ground, 
ſprings and grows up, he knoweth not how. 
For, without his farther efforts, the earth bring- 
eth forth fruit of herſelf ; firſt the blade, then 
che ear; after that, the full corn in the ear. 
But, when the fruit is brought forth, immedi- 
ately he putteth 1 in the ſickle, becauſe the har- 
veſt is come (/. What he ſowed in hope, he 
n with joy. The lambs are for his cloth- 
ing, and the goats for the price of the field (7). 
His virtuous yokefellom ſquanders not away 
the fruit of his labours, and the produce of his 
land. She ſeeketh wool and flax: ſhe layeth 
her hands to the ſpindle, od her hands hold | 
the diſtaff. The heart of her huſband doth 
ſafely truſt in her; ſo that he ſhall have no need 
of ſpoil (5); no temptation to raiſe himſelf from 
innerer by invading the property of another. 
— He has goats milk enough for his food, for B 
the food of his houſehold, and for mainten 
5 ance for his maidens (). His farm and cattle 1 
ſupply, or purchaſe, for himſelf and his houſe- 
hold, plenty of wholeſome and agreeable food: 
ars the profits of them ne him to in 1 
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13 Ane bbc Pele ras fil bane. 
In every line of life, ſucceſs gladdens and en- 


courages their hearts, who attend to their af- 


fairs, are diligent in their callings, and active 


in the duties of their ſtation. The meaneſt em- 


ployments generally feed and clothe the in- 


duſtrious and frugal ; often better their circum- 
ſtances; and ſometimes raiſe to wealth and 


eb. Thus, through wiſdom is an houſe 


-* builded; and by underſtanding it is eſtabliſh- 
ed; and by knowledge ſhall the chambers be 
0 filled with all precious and pleaſant riches (). 


An oppolite conduct, gradually undermines, 
or ſuddenly deſtroys, the prodperty which ap- 
peared moſt firm and ſtable. For, riches are 
© not forever; and doth the crown endure to 
© every generation (v) ?* If men ſee not with 
their own eyes, and devolve on others, the in- 
quiries, cares and labours, to which, by duty 
and intereſt, they were perſonally bound; or, 
if they attend to theſe things only by fits nd | 
| tarts, when not diverted from them by pur- 
d humour; if their 
exertions are often interrupted and e and 
almoſt always feeble and languid; if, from 
pride and diſſipation, they neglect, or are lazy 
ian managing, their work; if they delay, what 
neceſſity doth not conftrais them to diſpatch : 
While they flatter themſelves, that chey are on- 
1 wee 91 en hexle. , and 


ſuits more to their taſte : 
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08 in this, neither che fault nor this danger 


can be great; they themſelves, and the valuable 
intereſts of the families and communities com- 


mitted to their truſt, fall, by little and little. 


© The deſire of the ſluggard, innocent as it may 


be in its nature, killeth him, becauſe his hands 
| "_"_ to work (0). While he faith, © Yet 
a little fleep, a little lumber, a little folding 


9 ably the hands to ſleep ; his poverty comes as 
done that travelleth, and his want as an armed 


„man () The ſluggard will not plough, by 


reaſon of the cold: therefore ſhall he beg in 
© harveſt, and have nothing (5). Poverty, the 
offspring of idleneſs and extravagance, brings 
forth diſhoneſt methods of relief. Public con- 


fuſion is a welcomed opportunity of ſpoiling the 
more proſperous, and rioting for a while on the 
ſpoil. Tranſient is their gain and joy: but the 
crimes which acquired n iſſue in calamities, 
laſting and irretrievable. Their miſchief re- 
turns upon their own head, and their violent 
3 dealing comes down upon their own pate (2). 


But, methinks I hear a diſſolute youth, plac- 


ed in a reſpectable ſtation, and inheriting wealth, 
earned by a virtuous parent; I hear him ſay, 
tenants, 


. wiſh my idle ſervants, and lazy 
* would attend to ſuch admonitions. Happily, 
I have no occaſion for them. I have much 


n be! ie None for * 7 Wan, * 


. xxi. 25. 0 10 Prov. vi, 10 11. 
0) Prov. xx. 4. (.) Pfl. d. 16. 


1 
1 
A 
P 
5. 
x 
<> 
Ml - 
E 
* 
3 
** 
18 
@ 
* 
3 
9 
+44 
a : 
” * bo 
By 
* 
1 
* 
9 
＋ b 
of ; 
ber 
7 
2 4 
> + 
= 
8 
X 
” 
* 
1 
#7 
- 
» 
+» 
. 
2 
. 
of 
XY 
#5 
4 
= 
£3 
"4B 
- 
x8 
1 
--N 
» 1 
, : 
ll 
: = 
= 
 "=—= 
- = 
IN 
4 
—** 
« 7 
4 4 
© © 
1 
al 
* IJ 
Y 
—Y 
5 5 
' 


© take thine caſe ; eat, ** and penn n :# 

* polleſs en I have a high proſpect of 
© a great deal more. Why ſhould I drudge as 
a flave, at ſtudy or buſineſs? Why, for the 
© fake of others, deny myſelf enjoyments which 
I can eafily purchaſe? If misfortunes befal 


r my rank and influence will open me ma- 


* ny ſources of relief. If ſome condemn me, 


for what they call luxury and extravagance, 
and a criminal neglect of buſineſs, I am not 


fanatic enough, to ſacrifice true happineſs to 
* their rigid notions.“ Theſe his words are his 
: folly : yet, crafty Ren and profligate com- 


panions, approve his ſayings.— Are theſe, ye 


wealthy and honourable, the noble and elevated 


ſentiments which diſtinguiſh you from the vul- 


gar? You are more indebted to the bounties 
of Providence, and you derive er bleſſings 
from civil ſociety, than others: ar 


to the glory of Gop, and to the good of man- 
kind? Have you learned, from the oracles of 
reaſon, or from the word of Gop, that, becauſc 
to you much was given, therefore, from vou 
little will be required ?—But, if motives of vir- 


tue, and regard to things unſeen and eternal, 


affect you not; at leaſt, remember, that riches 
are not for ever, and that the crown doth not 


endure to all generations (s): Aſk thoſe who 


5 + + +45 know 
* Prov, xi. 24, 


OD 1, Is it grate- 
ful and generous, is it juſt and Kalt, en that ac- 
count, to pay leſs regard than the poor cottager, 


Sa 1 W 


2 


ko the events of former days, or & our owt 
times: They will tell you, that neither the 
crowns | of. princes, nor the treaſures of t 
wealthy, are permanent ; and that their tr 
miſſion. to poſterity, is precarious. An 3 
ed el gems of fortune, levels the great and the 
\ ,' Riches make to themſelves wings; and 

fy a ny. Honour is ſucceeded by diſgrace. 


When the bounties of Nature and Providence 
are not watched over, ſecured; and improved 3 
and when breaches are not rimeouſly repaired ; 
the. flock, imperceptibly, leſſens and detays ; 


and, at laſt, ruin becomes inevitable. Of t 
many a prodigal, ſunk in indigence and con- 
ane are mournful inſtances. The glutton 


and the drunkard come to poverty; and drow- 
D * ſineſs clothes a man with rags (). * His field 


is grown over with thorns, * the ſtone wall 


6 3 of broken down (c). Reflexions on his 
follies and crimes, embitter the fad reverſe in 


they occaſioned ; and 


inability of doing any thing SET be 


ing his own calamities, and thoſe of his family, 


aggravates his diſtreſs. . The temptation proves 
ſtrong and effectual, to better his Fortune; by 
— the 2 and ſeizing dhe wealth 


(% Prov. xxũi. 28 | (c) 1 Prov, „ „305 3100 
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conduct, might have been prevented. The 
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in | lower. rinks; ark the natural | places of 


idleneſs and prodigality ; ; which, by an oppoſite 


wickedneſs and imprudence of men, reprove 
and correct them; and Gop juſtly Saws 
abuſed benefits. * Every wiſe woman bufldeth 


* her houſe, but the fooliſh plucketh it down 
with her Hari (4).” Fond of eafe, of company, 
Ant of amuſement, ſhe watches not the beha- 
viour of her children and ſervants; and, ambi- 


tious of making as great a etre as the more 
wealthy, ſuffers her expences to exceed her in- 


come: ſo that, much of her ſubſtance is loſt, 


ſpoiled, or vnprofitably ſquandered away. The 


maſter of a houſe ſaunters up and down, ne- 
glects his work, or executes it ſlightly „ riots 
-and drinks: and thus falls into contempt; loſes | 
his employers; and oftener carries to'the tavern, 
than he brings home, the little he ſtill "earns. 
A gentleman, though no profi gate, balances 
not his receipts and diſburſements; confiders 
not how much he may ſafely ſpend, and what 
expences are profitable for himſelf, for his fami- 
1y, and for the public: but regulates, by the 


model « of a wealthier neighbour, his table, fur- 
niture, and equipage. His poſſeſſions, like the 


ſheep of the careleſs ſhepherd, forſake him; 
and, nothing ſhort of a miracle can prevent his 
ruin. Happy would it be, if his innocent fa- 


mily, and virtuous e were not involved 
6 — 


(9) Prov. xiv. 1. | 
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© we 


"Twi 


in his. . Alas! ho contracts debts, 
uc he cannot diſcharge; and defrauds the 
merchants and. tradeſmen whom. he em ploys, 
and the friends from whom he borrows. Ab- 
confidence, and ungrateful for favours ; ; 
often, in one hour, he inflits deeper injuries, 


than the h. hwayman or houſehreaker would 


have inflicted When our Lord miraculouſly 


multiplied the loaves and the fiſhes, he com- 
manded his diſciples to gather up the fragments, 


that nothing might be loſt (e): thus inculcat- 


ing. the preſerving and improving the ſmalleſt 


| bounties of Providence. Almoſt all complain 
of the indolence and extravagance of the times: 
but few of the guilty have courage to forſake 


theſe deſtructive paths. Dreading to know the 
worſt, they neglect to examine 73 ſtate of their 


affairs, and thus ſuffer them to fall into diſorder, 
and become irretrievable. They loſe compoſure 
of mind; and are too agitated and perplexed, 
ſuitably to attend to the great concerns of this, 
or of the eternal world. Diſhoneſty in paying 
debts, paves the way for other inſtances of diſ- 


honeſty, and extinguiſhes every remaining feel- 


ing of conſcience or honour. When, in private 
life, the laws of juſtice and gratitude have been 
thus violated : loyalty, or patriotiſm, will ſel- 
dom prevent engaging in any ſedition or rebel- 


lion, which, they flatter themf er, WN better 
cheir circurmſtances. 
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1 has een ef chat bur We are leſt 
expenſive, than thoſe of our. fathers.” | But, it 


| ſhould be conſidered, that the number of Abate 


expences, which the daily changes of modes 


and faſhions now require, more than balances 


che expenſive articles in kheir days, which gener- 


| ally were more durable. Modern extravagance 
can be fupplied by ſmaller ſams than that in 


former days ; and, hence, is more. indulged. 


| He who perceives that be could not afford a 


great ſum, forgets, that he will be as ſurely, 


N more 2 7 ruined, if he Fi e by 


#44 vw 


2 luxury. 


* 
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The evils w w 


and others by extravagance, are the leſs excuſe- 


able, as the Pleaſures it *beſtows | are ſo mean 


and contemptible. Convyeniencies and ſuper- 


flüties, purchaſed by leſſening one's income, 


_ diminiſh * domeſtic happineſs and hoſpitality. | 


Magnificent houſes; fine dreſs, eating or drinking 


more Plentifully or delicately, ſeem to increaſe 
ſocial j Joys. But, hours of enjoyment often coſt 
| months, perhaps years, of anxious perplexity. 
The voice of ſatisfaction and applauſe, heard 
for a little, from the gueſts we entertained; 18 


ſoon ſucceeded by the rough, unfriendly voice 
of * importunate' ereditors. Umilling to be 
diſturbed i in the purſuit of pleaſure ; dangers arc 
kept out of fight, till they can no longer be pre- 
vented, or removed. —Formerly, there was more 
N bop 


1 1 


of tellin 7 Men viſit ed RET entertained! one 
anocher, 41 Ie expence..* There was no ſtriv- 
ing, We ſhould be moſt - extravagant. Feſti- 
vals there were, where choſe, dear to one ano- 
chet. metz and of which, fot moiſehs r che 


. 


are 1 85 W every 5K * 3 * no « ay 
found. In queſt of happineſs, one ſex flies 
from home to the tavern, and both ſexes to the 
ball, to the card- table, or to the playhouſe. 
They, whoſe ſudf#itients prefer the joys of friend- 
ſhip, and of their families, have not courage and 

| ſteadineſs enough, to dare to be, ſingular, and 

to expoſe” themſelves to the cenſure of living 

worſe than others of their ſtation. Bankrupt- 

_ cies would be leſs frequent, and methods of a- 
voiding them, not the moſt honoura ble and con- 
ſcientious, leſs common, if purſuing the changes 
and follies of faſhion, gave place to the com- 
forts of the frugal, but hoſpitable table, and of 
the moderate family feſtival, where nothing was 
ſpent, which either involved in debt, or en- 
croached on more \necellary 9 man ex- 
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_ vided: FEY Af is brought to defolatian, 


Ships, though driven by fierce. winds, may e-. 


ſcape ſhipwreck, if they at the helm unite their 

counſels and endeavours. But if they, who 
ſhould direct, and exert their combined: efforts, 

diſpute and contend ; mutual jealouſies and pre- 
judices imbitter cheir ſpirits, divide their coun- 
ſels, and deliver them an eaſy prey to 185 
common enemies. The moſt powerful ſt ates, 
by civil diſcord, gradually weaken, moulder 


away, and, as chaff before the wind, are ſweep- 


ed from the face of the earth. Party- ſpirit pre- 
vents neceſſary exertions, excites cauſeleſs com- 


plaints, oppoſes the reforming the groſſeſt ab- 


uſes, and hinders the adopting and executing 


the moſt ſalutary plans. The lover of peace is 
as condeſcending as he can be, conſiſtently with 

a. good. conſcience. When differences ariſe, 4 
n he join thoſe whoſe ſentiments and con- 


duct he prefers; he is not hurried by paſſion, 
and zeal, without knowledge, to ruin, or bring 


reproach on, a good cauſe, He doth not blindly 


_ approve the plans of the worthieſt and wiſeſt, 
or ſhut his ears againſt objections to them. 
Though artful inſinuations do not deceive and 
imbitter him; he liſtens to, and, when it is 
well ſupported, thankfully follows, the advice of 
the meaneſt. Thou gh he ſits not ſtill, under 
pretence of love 5 peace, when his country 8 
_ Intereſt requires activity; he diſturbs not, from 


| Fpurjous n the public tranquillity; ; and, 
neither 


 aibither” ſecretly 1 nor openly, kindles dilſeaificn, 
He will not rip up the boſom of the mother, 
who bore; who nurſed; and who kindly' watch- 
ed over him. Though differences of ſentiment 
might ariſe, they would occaſion no dangerous 
diviſions, if men of integrity and common ſenſe, 
without adopting or rejecting a propoſal, on ac- 
count of the party it favours, or of the perſon 
who made it, coolly examined "what is poſſible, 
and what is TY The humble rejoices, when 
a better meaſure is purſued, than occurred to 
him, or to the 5 whom he generally fol- 
lows. It is union, without common ſenſe, ge- 
nuine virtue and true liberty; the offspring of 
prejudice and raſhneſs, and the parent of con- 
fuſion and every evil work; when every thing, 
right or wrong, is adopted, as the voice of a 
leader of a party, or of a mob, directs. Such 
union is a deſerting the honeſt and impartial, 
and a ſeparating thoſe, who were, or ought to 
have been, chief friends. Zeal for meaſures 
fooliſh and dangerous, raiſes oppoſition to mea- 
| fures wiſe and ene or furniſhes it with a 
{pecious pretext. 
They are often difppoineid, ids ſeek to ob- g 
, by ſtrife, what they might have obtained 
bp love and' peace. Sharp and bitter words, 
hurt a cauſe ; which ſoft and gentle language, 
promotes /and- eſtabliſhes. The harſhneſs of 
Jephtha, occaſioned a bloody war; which, on 
2 "ops occaſion, the meek, infimuatin a addreſs 
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of ideen, ptevebted- Tendergeſſ and .conde- 
ſcenſion, win thoſe whom violence could not 
compel. If one has gained your affection, you 
are naturally diſpoſed to hearken to, and em- 
2 his propoſals. 
r what forge aud ee at- 
in Wan. © go lfh+- ＋ 

Do thy part, nen thay; Wide art among 
the quiet and peaceable, to prevent, or, if that 
cannot be, to ſoſten and diminiſh; the calamitic 
of anarchy, Bear the enten of thy brother. 
Do him every kind oſfioe. Treat him with that 
courteouſneſs and »fabilicy, with which, were 
your circumſtanęes changed, you wiſh him to 
treat you. By rev 
not another, and a greater. Rather, by paſſing 
Do and forgiving the wrong done you, melt 
him, who did the wrong, to a better temper; 
and ſecure, for ever, his friendſhip. Another 


has hurt thee a little: hurt not thyſelf more, by 


harbouring a vindictive ſpirit. Seek peace with 
So and conſcience; and, amidſt che tempeſts 
of life, your hearts ſhall remain unrufſſed and 
ſerene. Yet, purchaſe not peace with men at 
too dear a rate. Be not ſo baſe and timid, as to 
connive at, or conſent to, any thing, which, in 


pour opinion, would prove a public diſadvan- 


tage. Conſine not your attention to the defects 
and blemiſhesof thoſe, whom you think it your 
duty to oppoſe. Conſider, alſo, their excellencies. 
W difference of opinion, and warm oppoſi- 


tion, 


Patience and clemency, 


nging one injury, provoke 


-:0W Þ 


tion, FINER thoſe;-whoſe natural tempers, edu- 
cation, connexions in life, age and remptations, 
are oppoſite to yours. Examine, if the benefit 
of a diſpute ſufficiently compenſates che time, 
thought, and fatigue,” it has coſt. Aſk your 
conſciences, Would I not have employed theſe 
for wiſer and better purpoſes, had I believed 
that death was at the door, and the Judge of all, 
about to call me to an account? Mortify the 
pride, by which cometh contention (Y.“ Cul- 
 tivate the love, which beareth all things, be- 
* hevetly all things, hopeth all things, endureth 
* all things (g). Ly not on the catch, to take 
an advantage againſt another, from every im- 
prudence in his conduct. Make him not _ 
offender, for a raſh and haſty word (5). 
the beſt conſtruction on expreſſions and 2 — | 
which man can reafonably bear. Pray, that 
He, who maketh peace in his high places, 
would endue all ranks with * the wiſdom from 
above, which is firſt pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, and eaſy to be entreated, without par- 
tiality, and without hypocrify (0. A 
te land! where brethren dwell together in 
unity 7); and, if it be poſſible, as much as 
lieth in them, live peaceably with all men (). 
They know the importance of the warning, 
* If ye bite and © devour one another, take 
1 dad * ye be conſumed one of another CD! 


* ee e 


00 Thaw xiii. 10. 5 1 Cor. xiii, 7. (5) Iſa. xxix. 21, 


(i) Ja. iii. 17. (5) Pal. exxxiii. 1. (t) Rom. Xl. 18. 
| £ Gal. v. 15. 
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They reflect, that the beginning of ſtrife, is 
© as when one letteth out water. Though the 
eruption ſeemed ſmall when the water began to 
break through banks and fences, the gap ſoon 
enlarges and widens, and a ruſhing torrent ſpreads 
devaſtation every where. Wiſely, therefore, they 
© leave off contention before it is meddledwith(m). 
They attend to the preſent. advantages of a good 
_ conſtitution, and with. not to barter it for fan- 
ciful improvements, which, when tried, might 
produce | unforeſeen miſchief. They lament, 
that the bleſſings of a regular government, are 
not. fuitably valued, when enjoyed; and that 
there is any danger, that the firſt conviction of 
their ineſtimable worth, ſhould ariſe from thei: 
irrecoverable loſs.— Still, inſenſibility of, and 
ingratitude for national hleſſings, is a crime of 
too deep a dye, to be charged upon any, wan- 
tonly, and without proof. Subjects occaſion a- 
narchy, by fondneſs for changes, neither ne- 
ceſſary nor expedient. Rulers occaſion it, when, 
in conſequence of the miſrepreſentations of the 
intereſted and malicious, they frown upon, and 
diſcourage, the honeſt and loyal, as if there was 
the cleareſt evidence of their guilt, becauſe they 
think that defects in a conſtitution ſhould be 
corrected, jand abuſes in the adminiſtration of 
government redreſſed. Though convinced that 
ſpots and blemiſhes diminiſh beauty, and ought 
to be removed, when it can be done with ſafe- 


ty; 


18 Prov. xvii. 14. 5 


y; I will not get rid of them, by diet or medi- 
cine hazardous to life or health. Though com- 
fortably lodged, you feel ſome inconvenience 
from a window 1n a garret ſtory ; yet, it follows 
not, that, to get free of it, you would weaken 
your houſe,” or conſent to pull it down. It is, 
therefore, reſh judging; to arraign a neighbour, 
of good underſtanding, and acknowled ged inte- 
grity, for ſuch abſurdity and impropriety in his 
political plans, as _ N WINE commit in 
W hte, OR * 


A bes ap 1s — 157 carigrefhg 
the great laws of religion. Without juſtice, in- 
tegrity and kindneſs, in the various intercourſes 
and connexions of life, there is no ſocial happi- 
neſs. Now, religion, alone, inſpires that love 
to mankind, which habitually inclines to theſe 
virtues, and guards againſt the temptations, and 
ſupports under the trials and difficulties, with 


5 which the exerciſe of them is often attended. 
e Religion produces the moſt perfect union: for 
di inſpires, with the ſame general principle of 


8 action, ſupreme regard to the glory of Gop, 
unfeigned affection to our neighbour, and a will- 
ingneſs to ſacrifice, whatever in its own nature 
oppoſes, or, through peculiar circumſtances, 
becomes incompatible with, theſe. In propor- 
tion as the law of love is obſerved, and Gop's 
will done on earth, as it is in wen; rulers and 
r cheerfully perform their reſpecive du- 

| E 2 ties, 


8 


ties, and are happy in one another. Neil injures 
another in his perſon, property, or honour z and, 
in imparting happineſs, all eſteem e 
happy. The honour, the perfection, the com- 


fort of each individual, rejoices the whole com- 


munity; and the proſperity of the community, 
rejoices each individual. Where there is no 
religion, the firmeſt ſupport of government is re- 
moved, the ſureſt bond of ſocial union is broken, 
and a wide door is opened for vice to enter, and 
to uſher in diſorder and miſery. To wretches, 

who deſpiſe her precepts, and ſet their higheſt 
affections on things below, public confuſion, and 
the ruin of all around them, appear deſirable, 


when they promote their mercenary purpoſes. 


But, religion removes the temptations to anarchy, 


and ſtimulates to reſiſt its approach with ſteadi- 


| neſs and vigour, She mortifies the love of mo- 


ney, that root of all evil; excites. to take heed, 


and beware of eee convinces, that 
man's life, the true happineſs of it, conſiſteth not 
in the abundance of the chings which he poſſeſſ- 
eth; and learneth her diſciples, in whatever {tatc 
chey are, therewith to be content. The good 


effects of other principles of action, are preca- | 


rious. If avarice and ambition often ſtimulate 
to a conduct beneficial to ſociety, they equally 
ſtimulate to an oppofite conduct, when, private 
_ intereſt interferes, or is viewed as interfering, 
with chat of the public. The pretended man ot 


honour ſcruples not 58er and treacherous deeds, 
Which 


... er err 
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. 
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which he can conceal from the eye of mankind, 
or ſo varniſh over, as to prevent their hatred or 
eee. In a country, governed by paſſion 
appetite, and regardleſs of moral and reli- 
gious obligations, crimes will be openly perpe- 
trated, which, by their natural operation, as well 
as the juſt vengeance of Gos, muſt involve them 
in rain. —The plans of the ſelfiſh and intereſted, 
are viewed with jealouſy: and ſuſpicion 4 and, 
hence, are often oppoſed, when they might have 
been ſafely adopted. But, men, eminent for 


religion and virtue, are eſteemed and loved by 


the religious and virtuous; and even venerated 
by bad men; Hence, their character power- 
fully recommends every proper meaſure which 
their judgment and ſagacity ſuggeſt.— Though 
contemners of religion boaſt of public ſpirit, 
they cannot be truſted in critical times. For 
gratifying a favourite paſſion, they will violate 


che moſt ſacred obligations, and ſcruple no act 


of deceit or violence. Where religion is diſre- 
garded, and atheiſm, infidelity, and contempt 
of every thing ſerious, prevail; by the natural 
courſe of things, good morals, and, with them, 
public proſperity, muſt decline. Where there 
are no impreſſions of duty, unbridled paſſions 
puſh on to any wickedneſs which promiſes a 
preſent advantage. Luxury, diſſipation, arro- 
gance, injuſtice, treachery ; every vice which 
corrupts the heart, exhauſts national vigour, de- 
frogs mutual confidence, and al the foundations 


of 


i 5 


of public ſecurity ; enter, and reign unreſtrained. 
| Sceptical, licentious principles, when they ſpread, 
and take deep root among all ranks, are the 
 thame, and muſt be the deſtruction, of a nation. 
Religion, alone, imparts thoſe diſpoſitions, and 
that ſtrength of mind, which faints not in ad- 
verſity; in the darkeſt ſituation, is ſerene; 
firm, in ſpite of temptation; reſolute in danger; 
and, in the public cauſe, prepared for the moſt 
generous efforts and coſtly ſacrifices. The ſub- 
jects, who know their Gop, will be valiant and 
ſteady in executing, what their pious rulers have 
wiſely planned. Their greatneſs of mind will 
ſtoop to nothing mean and low; and rather 
forfeit life, than preſerve it by terms baſe and 
diſhonourable. The righteous are bold as a 
Alion (2); and, in the path of duty, though 
2a a hoſt ſhould encamp againſt them, and war 
* ſhould riſe againft them (o), they are not de- 
terred by the danger. It is no wonder, that 
unbelievers, through fear of death, are, all their q 
lifetime, ſubject to bondage. But, what ſhould L 
intimidate "thoſe, who know that death will 
prove to them unſpeakable gain? In the un- 
certainty of events, they liſten to the calls of 
duty; and are of good courage, and play the 
men for their people, and for the cities of their 
_ © Gop; looking up to the Loxp to do that 
which ſeemeth him good (5).“ Though their 
(e Prov. in l.. (e) Pfal. ri. 3. 
I) 2 Sam. x. 12. „ 
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firſt efforts are unſucceſsful, they * faiht not in 
the day of adverſity, | becauſe their ſtrength is 
* ſmall (4g) ; confidering, that he who loſes a 
battle, may, in the end of the war, triumph. 
The moſt active care, and vigorous exertions, 
are often blaſted by Providence. Except the 
* Lord build the houſe, they labour in vain 
that build it: except the Logd keep the city, 
© the watchman waketh in vain (r).' Unleſs 
the Ruler of the univerſe ſmile upon, and bleſs 
the endeavours of parents, of teachers, of ma- 
giſtrates, of ſoldiers, however prudently direct- 
| ed, they will not accompliſh the defired end. 
If calamities befal thoſe, who do their duty, 
and, with humble reſignation, leave events to 
Gov: much more are thoſe expoſed to them, 
whoſe anxious cares and uninterrupted labours 
hardly leave them time to eat or ſleep, and who 
yet, after all, dread that they have not done 
enough; their confidence and expectation reſt- 
ing on their own wiſdom and diligence. Where- 
as, often, in the midſt of perplexity and danger, 
© God giveth his beloved ſleep (s), and enableth 
them to caſt their cares upon him, who is able 
and willing to care for them (ö). He ſurpriſes 
and prevents them with the bleſſings , of his 
goodneſs ; and doth for them abundantly beyond 
what they can aſk or think: ſo that, when he 
turns again their captivity, they are as men that 
bed. 


(7) Prov. xxiv. 10, 9 Pſal. cxxvii. t. 
- 09] Pal. exxvii. 2. (% 1 Pet. v. 7. 
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dreamed. The n maketh poor, 0 min. | 
« eth rich: he bringeth low, and lifteth up. He 
vill keep the feet of his ſaints; and the wicked 
© ſhall be filent in darkneſs: for by ſtrength ſhall | 
no man prevail () He changerh the times 
of and the ſcaſons't he removeth kings, and ſet- b 
* teth up kings (v).” * The Moſt High ruleth 
in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to = 
* whomſoever he will (w).” © There is no 9 
|K 1 ſaved by the Muittude of an hoſt. A 
mighty man is not delivered by much ftrengrh. 
4 A horſe is a vain thing for ſafety (x). If, in 
che purſuit of buſineſs or pleaſure, men neglect 
religion; rob God, and rob their own ſouls of 
the time which ſhould have been employed in 


meditation, prayer, and reading or hearing the w. 
word: if they are influenced by mean and ſelf = 2. 
iſh, not pious and benevolent motives; if they I !y 


do evil, that good may come, and ph ru 

their defigns by ſhocking deeds of treachery or bei 
cruelty: their courage, their ſubtility, their Th 
= numbers, cannot hinder a juſt and holy G0 5 99 
from rendering ſevenfold into their boſoms, the N 
= evils: they inflicted, or intended to inflict - up? | 
others.—If it is objected, that there is often one wy” 


event to the righteous and to the wicked ( * raiſ 
1 let it be obſerved, that the righteous cry, and whe 
i * the Logp heareth, and either delivereth them deſf 


+> 7,5. | 3 gs 4 | 
(v) Dan. ii. 214 24 (w) Dan. iv. 32. 1 
' (x) Pſal. xXxxiii. 16, 17. | : | 00 Eccleſ. ix. 2. | (5) 


bs? [ 4. . 


out er all their troubles (2), or * cavſeth all 
* things to work together for their good (a). 
But, where Gob ſees meet to puniſh, he directs 
not public deliberations, ſuffers counſellors to 
overlook the wiſeſt plans, and to be inattentive 
to ſome circumſtance highly important— To 
* ſet up on high, thoſe that be low, that thoſe 
* who mourn may be exalted to ſafety: he dif 
© appointeth the devices of the crafty, ſo that 
© their hands cannot perform their enterprize. 
1 He taketh the wiſe in their own craftineſs; 
and the counſel of the froward is carried head- 
; long. They meet with darkneſs in the day- 
time, and grope in the noon day as in the 


* mght (5). In other inſtances, by events 5 ö 


| beſt-laid plans are baffled ; and deſigns, fooliſn- 
ly contrived, perfectly ſucceed. Calamity and. 
ruin follow attempts, in in conſequence of their, 
being made a little to early, or a little too late. 
Thus, often, the race is not to the ſwift, nor 
© the battle to the ſtrong ; neither bread to the 
* wiſe, nor riches to men of underſtanding, nor. 
* favour to men of {kill but, time and chance 
* bappeneth to them all (c). Or, enemies are 
raiſed up, prompted by ambition or revenge, 
who diſplay uncommon courage and conduct; 
deſpiſe danger and difficulty ; and oyerturn 
what ſeemed moſt firmly eſtabliſhed. Gop a- 
. 1 | lone, 
Ik) Pal. xxxir. 17. . Rom. vin. 28. 
| (b) Job v. 11—14. 5 | (c) Eecleſ. ix. „„ 


which no human ſagacity could foreſee, the, 


Ti —— 


| lotie,6 can avert even thoſe caluaiticegrhoſ probes 
ble approach. mien diſcern, & people, who: de- 
ſpiſe the ruler 6f the univerſe, and, ſpite of all 
warnings; Jive according to their wicked. incli- 
nations, have nothing to hope from his favour, 
and every thing to fear fro b juft Aurea. 
For, He, againſt whom there is 0 underſtand- 
ing, br coluntel, or wiſdom. 4), 18 * angry with 
1 the wicked every day (e): and, though his 
* eyes” Tun to and fro throughout the whole 
© earth; to {ſhow himfelf ftrang on the behalf of 
them whofe heart is perfect towards him (/); 
yet, when his people truſt in an arm of fleſh, and, 
look not to their heaven) father for protection, 
he may viſit· tllis iniquity with Pairful rods and. 
chaſtiſements. Communities, therefore, in ne- 
glecting to promote religion, neglect the beſt 
means of their owh ſafety and intereſt, To- 


make rulers accountable for che public welfare, 


without empowering them to do this, is to re- 
quire their making brick without ſtraw; and. 
defending” the ſtate; without encouraging Its 


beſt friends, or guarding'aghinft its moſt dan- 


gerous foes. Promiſſory oaths, or "£19 for, 
confirmation, are often indiſpenſably requiſite, 
for ending diſputes, and preventing diſorder: 
but their force and influence can only ariſe from 
conviction, that Gop is now the witneſs of 


mens cord, and will hereafter be their in 
OSS aig | partial 


P 
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2 Chron; xvi. 9. 
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1 qzudge-.;, Beides when devotional! exers' 


cCiſes, and Gop himſelf, are diſregarded, we 


need not be ſurpriſed * freedom and con 
tempt with, which fellow creatures, though, in 
the higheſt offices, are treated. . 
1s. there not cauſe to lament, chat religion, 
the beſt preſervative. againſt anarchy, is ſo much . 
decayed among us? How formal, ſuperficial, 
and. lukewarm, the religion of many ! Inſtead 
of deligbting in deyotion, they ſay, What a 
wearineis is it! They pull away the. ſhoulder, 
make their. hearts, like an. adamant, . and, ſtop 
their ears, that they. will not hearken to the voice 
of the charmer, though charming never ſo wiſe- 
ly. Few. wateb qwer their hearts, lips, and lives; 
walk circumſpectiyʒ and follow the LoxD ſally. 
Where, now, is that heavenly-mindedoeſs; that 
panting: for the courts of Gon, and for hie pre- 
{ence in ordinances:; that hatred of ſin; and 
thoſe deſires of ſtanding perfect. in all the Will 
of Gop, which diſtinguiſhed many. of our fore- 
fathers? , Riches, honours, and pleaſures;- are 
more efteemed than the, favour of Gon, fellow- 
ip: with bim, and conformity to his bleſſed 
image. We need not wonder, that deference, 
reſpect. and homage, to thoſe in ſuperior ſta- 
tions, is ſo much diminiſhed; when, meriting 


theſe, is· ſeldom their care. He who forgets the 


duties and decencies of his office, chi others. 


to forget his dignity. They that deſpiſe the Lon D, 
hall be li ghtly eſteemed. Belides, the contempt 


of 


bh ; | 
C - :  _ ' - 
— 1 So Ä : 


"Tn 


of e which has diſtinguiſlied many in 


the upper ranks of life, proves fatal to them, by 


being, through their example, communicated 
to the loweſt. A mob, who have no character or 


honour to loſe, allured by the property of the 


great, and confiding in their numbers, ſeize the 


reins of government, and rule with tyranny and 
cruelty. In times of the greateſt danger, Pro- 


vidence has often ſignally interpoſed, for pre- 
ſerving our liberty and conſtitution. Let us not 
be ungrateful for theſe diſtinguiſhed favours, 
and counteract their kind intentions. Let us 
not, from malice, raſhneſs, or indolence, haſten 

the deſtruction of a country; to which we have 
been ſo deeply indebted, and, with which, we 


are united by ſo tender ties. Let every one 


ſerve the public, by perſonal repentance and re- 
formation; by reſolving, that he and his houſe 
will ſerve che LorD; and by recommending re- 
ligion to all on whom he may have influence. 
If we forſake Gop, Gop will forſake us, and 
leave us to ourſelves. Profeſſing to know, and 
do acknowledge his providence, will not avert 
the vengeance of Heaven; if works, whoſe lan- 
guage is more unequivocal than words, declare 
that there is no fear of Gop before our eyes. 
Infected with corrupt and diſſolute manners, 


brought low by pride, conſumed with envy, 


divided by contention; falſe allurements will 
betray to purſue happineſs in che * of de- 
ſtruction and miſery. 


Indi- 


from their own 


„„ 8 1 


Individuals and nations often conceive a de- 


ceitful confidence, by turning their attention 
vices, to the more profligate 
temper and ſhocking behaviour of others: but 
the ſacred oracles warn us, that Gon, on account 
of their 1 may ſuffer his profeſſed 
people to be ſpoiled, robbed, and ruined, by 


YZ the violence of the worſt of men. Who among 


you will give ear to this? who will hearken 
C and hear for the time to come? Who gave 


F « Jacob for a ſpoil, and Iſrael to ee 
did not the Lon, he againſt” whom we ſin⸗ 
ned? For they would not walk in his ways, 


neither were they obedient to his law. There- 
fore, he hath potired upon him the fury of his 
© anger, and the ſtrengh of battle: and it hath 


* ſet him on fire round about, yet he knew it 
* not; and it burned him, yet he laid it not to 


heart (g) When ſome told Jesus, of the 
Galileans, whoſe blood Pilate had mingled 
with their ſacrifices : Jesvs, anſwering, ſaid 
* unto them, Suppoſe ye that theſe Galileang 
* were ſinners above all the Galileans, becauſe 
n « thiy ſuffered theſe things? I tell you, nay: 
but, except ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe 
periſh.” Or thoſe eighteen, upon whom the 
tower in Siloam fell, and flew them, think ye 
that they were ſinners above all men that dwelt 
in Jeruſalem? I tell you, nay : but, except pt ye 
' repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh (5). 
(2) Iſa. xlii. 23-25. ) Luke Kill, Fe | 
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